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Samantekt

pann 23. april 2024 hélt samstarfsvettvangurinn Biodice heils dags vinnustofu um liffreedilega
fjolbreytni. Markmid vinnustofunnar var ad greina og reeda malefni liffreedilegrar fjolbreytni eins
og hun birtist i islenskri stjérnsyslu. Vinnustofan var lidur i verkefninu Liffreedileg fiélbreytni

Nordurlanda (The Nordic Biodiversity Framework - NBF) sem Biodice og samstarfsadilar
fengu styrk fyrir fra Norraena vinnuhépnum um liffreedilega fjolbreytni & vegum Norraenu
radherranefndarinnar arid 2024. A3 auki tengist vidfangsefnid verkefninu Liffreedileg fidlbreytni

I malaflokkum matvaelardduneytisins, sem er samningur raduneytisins vid Biodice um gerd
stodumats & innleidingu GBF samkomulagsins i malaflokkum raduneytisins.

Fulltrdum raduneyta, undirstofnana peirra og tengdra adila sem vinna med malefni tengd
liffreedilegri fiolbreytni i efstu I16gum stjornsyslunnar var sérstaklega bodin patttaka. Vinnustofan
var vel sétt og meettu um 40 einstaklingar til leiks. Dagskrain samanstéd af erindum um
liffreedilega fjolbreytni fyrir hadegi og hépavinnu eftir hadegi. Tilgangur hépavinnunnar var i
fyrsta lagi ad tengja folk saman pvert & stjornsysluna og i 6dru lagi ad deila upplysingum um
stodu mala er varda liffreedilega fjolbreytni og markmid Kunming-Montréal samkomulagsins
um liffreedilega fjolbreytni (GBF).

Nidurstodur hdpavinnunnar benda til pess ad i stjornsyslunni sé almennt litill skilningur & hugtakinu
liffreedileg fjolbreytni nema par sem sérfraedingar i lifvisindum starfa. Allir hépar voru sammala um
mikilveegi pess ad hafa hagadila med radum a ollum stigum umraedunnar. Mikill samhljomur var &
milli hdpa pegar kom ad malefnum stjornsyslu, loftslagsmala, skipulagsmala, upplysinga, midlunar,
fijarmagns og forgangsrodunar. patttakendur 16gdu til ad sampaetta purfi hugtakid liffraedilega
fjolbreytni inn i alla stjornsyslu og styrkja samstarf pvert a stjornsysluna, milli stofnana og milli
raduneyta. Tryggja parf ad adgerdir i loftslagsmalum gangi ekki gegn liffraedilegri fjolbreytni

og taka parf dkvardanir i skipulagi sem gagnast badum malefnum. bekking og upplysingar um
liffreedilega fjolbreytni purfa ad vera adgengilegar 6llum og fraedsla og menntun eru lykilatridi pegar
kemur ad innleidingu markmida GBF. Setja parf liffreedilega fjolbreytni strax { forgang. Adgerdum
og stefnum parf ad fylgja fjarmagn.

patttakendur hofdu ahyggjur af aftengingu manns og natturu, ad eignarhald og nalaegd i litlum
samfélogum hafi ahrif & akvardanatoku, skort & abyrgd @ malefninu og nyjum lydheilsulegum
6gnum. Einnig voru adrar hugmyndir reeddar, m.a. ad stofna purfi Fagrad um liffreedilega fjolbreytni
(lika nefnt Lifrikisrad) sambeerilegt loftslagsradi, ad huga purfi ad lydheilsu og séttvérnum og
mikilveegi alpjodlegrar samvinnu.

pad rikti almenn anaegja med vinnustofuna um petta bryna malefni. Nidurstodur og tilldgur hennar
hjalpa vid ad meta stodu Islands vid innleidingu samkomulags um liffreedilega fjdlbreytni (GBF).


https://biodice.is/liffraedileg-fjolbreytni-nordurlanda/
https://biodice.is/liffraedileg-fjolbreytni-nordurlanda/
https://biodice.is/liffraedileg-fjolbreytni-i-malaflokkum-matvaelaraduneytisins/
https://biodice.is/liffraedileg-fjolbreytni-i-malaflokkum-matvaelaraduneytisins/

Bakgrunnur

Liffreedileg fjolbreytni

Mikilveegt er ad hafa skyran freedilegan grunn

og hugtok til ad byggja & pegar unnid er med
malefni liffreedilegrar fjolbreytni. Liffraedileg
fjolbreytni er forsenda heilbrigdra vistkerfa sem
eru undirstada lifkerfa jardar, og pvi er hnignun
hennar a heimsvisu eitt af staerstu vandamalum
samtimans. Liffreedileg fjclbreytni er natengd
brynum vidfangsefnum svo sem loftslagsmalum,
sjalfbeerri préun, audlindanytingu, efnahag,
mengun, lydheilsu og malefnum natturuverndar.

Ef mannkynid aetlar sér ad bua afram a jordinni
barf bad ad semja frid vid nattiruna og hafa
sjalfbeera préun ad leidarljosi. Vid erum ju hluti
af nattdrunni. Mikilveegt er ad allir pekki hugtakid
liffreedileg fjolbreytni, skilji hvad felst i pvi og
hvad er i hufi. Markmid laga um natturuvernd

eru skyr og kveda @ um ad vernda skuli til
framtidar fjolbreytni islenskrar natturu par a
medal liffreedilega og jardfraedilega fjolbreytni
og fjolbreytni landslags. Login eiga ad tryggja
eftir fongum préun islenskrar nattdru a eigin
forsendum og verndun pess sem par er sérsteett
eda sogulegt og einnig studla ad endurheimt
raskadra vistkerfa og auknu poli islenskra
vistkerfa gegn natturuhamforum og
hnattreenum umbhverfisbreytingum.

Busvaedaeyding, loftslagsbreytingar, agengar
framandi tegundir, ofnyting og mengun eru
fimm helstu 6gnir vid liffraedilega fidlbreytni

i heiminum (mynd 2). Island er par engin
undantekning pott hérlendis sé enn ad finna
ymis litt snortin vistkerfi.

Biodice leggur dherslu @ ad unnid sé
med skilgreiningar og leidbeiningar
Samnings Sameinudu bjédanna um
Liffreedilega Fjolbreytni (Convention
on Biological Diversity - CBD) &
grundvallarhugtokum um liffreedilega
fjolbreytni, vistkerfi og vistkerfisnalgun.

Liffraedileg fjolbreytni.

Fjolbreytni medal lifvera i margbreytilegu
umhverfi, par med toldum vistkerfum

a landi, i sjo og votnum, og i peim
vistfraedilegu kerfum sem paer eru hluti
af. petta neer til fjolbreytni innan tegunda,
milli tegunda og medal vistkerfa (mynd
1). Hugtakid hefur einnig verid pytt sem
liffreedilegur fjclbreytileiki, lifbreytileiki
eda liffjolbreytni.

Vistkerfi. Samfélag lifvera (plontur,
dyr, sveppir, bakteriur og frumverur) og
hid o6lifraeena umhverfi peirra. Vistkerfi
geta verid misstor en pau eru oll
breytileg og kvik og virka sem starfraen
heild.

Vistkerfisnalgun. Samraamd
notkun lands, lagar og lifandi audlinda
sem studlar ad verndun og sjalfbaerri
nytingu med jafnrétti ad leidarljosi.
Beiting vistkerfisnalgunar stydur vid oll
prju meginmarkmid adildarrikja CBD-
samningsins: verndun liffreedilegrar
fidlbreytni, sjalfbaera nytingu, sanngirni
og jafnraedi vid nytingu erfdaaudlinda.
Frekari upplysingar um vistkerfisnalgun
ma finna i greinargerd Biodice i
samstarfi vid matveaelardaduneytid i
oktober 2023.



https://www.althingi.is/lagas/nuna/2013060.html
https://zenodo.org/records/6417333
https://zenodo.org/records/6417333
https://www.cbd.int/reports/search?country=is
https://www.cbd.int/reports/search?country=is
https://www.cbd.int/reports/search?country=is
https://is.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagoya-b%C3%B3kunin
https://biodice.is/vistkerfisnalgun/

Liffreedileg fjolbreytni

Innan
tegundar

Milli
tegunda

MeoOal
vistkerfa

Mynd 1. Liffreedileg fjolbreytni neer til fjolbreytni innan tegunda, milli tegunda og medal vistkerfa.

6



Liffreedileg fjolbreytni i islenskri natturu

A [slandi eru vissulega ekki margar tegundir & alpjédamaelikvarda en verdmeeti liffreedilegrar
fjolbreytni hérlendis felast { 6drum pattum, sem byggjast & sérstédu landsins. par ma nefna legu
landsins sem Uthafseyju lengst nordur i hofum og peim stutta tima sem lidinn er fra sidasta
jokulskeidi pegar landid var hulid joklum. [ pessu felst pé mikilvaeg sérstada okkar. bessi umgjord
hefur métad einstakar adstaedur fyrir lifverur ad nema land og préast. Hérlendis er jardfraedileg
fjolbreytni, eda jardbreytileiki, mikil, og pad hefur ordid til pess ad paer fau tegundir sem hafa numid
hér land hafa haft einstakar adstaedur til ad adlagast olikum busvaedum an mikillar samkeppni og i
einangrun fra meginlondunum. petta lysir sér oft i mikilli fjolbreytni innan tegunda og hér er einnig
ad finna mikla fjolbreytni vistkerfa. Pvi ma segja ad talning tegunda sé eitt og sér ekki nothaefur

maelikvardi 4 verdmaeti liffreedilegar fjdlbreytni & Islandi. Okkar verkefni — og forgangsmal — er ad
meta og vardveita pa liffraedilegu fjolbreytni sem hefur métast hér fyrir tilstilli einstakra adstaedna
og vardveita paer adsteedur sem liggja til grundvallar.

Samningur um liffraedilega fjolbreytni

Samningur Sameinudu bjédanna um liffreedilega fjélbreytni (Convention on Biological Diversity

— CBD) er hystur hja umhverfis-, orku-, og loftslagsraduneytinu en umsjén med samningnum er
hja Natturufreedistofnun. Island hefur verid adili ad samningnum i 30 &r en hefur sinnt honum
mismikid og vitund um hlutverk hans og mikilvaegi pvi almennt litil innan stjérnarradsins og tengdra

Agengar tegundir

Busvaedaeyding

2N
AKX

Loftslagshamfarir

Mynd 2. Helstu ognir vid liffreedilega fjolbreytni i heiminum (IPBES Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services 2019).
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/maec.12857
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/maec.12857
https://www.cbd.int/

stofnana. bvi er takmorkud yfirsyn yfir breida skirskotun og erindi samningsins vid mismunandi
malefnasvid. Undanfarid hefur samningurinn pé fengid meiri athygli og vaegi, & innlendri sem

og erlendri grundu, samhlida pvi sem regluverk tengt honum verdur vidameira. Krofur um
upplysingagjof og metnad i stefnumotun hja adildapjodum CBD hafa aukist. Margar pjédir leggja
sig fram um ad innleida metnadarfull markmid og tillogur ad adgerdum til ad na betri drangri i ad
takast a vid hnignun liffreedilegrar fjdlbreytni og studla ad vernd og vidhaldi hennar. Samningurinn
er yfirleitt ekki talinn vera lagalega bindandi en nyleg grein i Environment Science Europe feerir
rok fyrir pvi ad adildapjodir geetu hugsanlega saett malaferlum fyrir alpjodlegum eda innlendum
démstolum vegna adgerda peirra eda adgerdaleysis sem studla ad tapi a liffraedilegri fidlbreytni i
heiminum.

Samkomulag um liffraedilega fjolbreytni (GBF)

Samkomulag samningsins var sampykkt & adildarrikjapingi samningsins i desember 2022 og
kallast Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework - GBF (mynd 3). CBD skilgreinir og
mazelir med adferd vistkerfisnalgunar vid innleidingu samkomulagsins (sja skilgreiningar bls.

5). betta samkomulag og meelikvardar peir sem pjodum ber ad nota til ad upplysa um drangur

vid ad innleida samkomulagid, fela i sér ny verkefni og dskoranir fyrir pjodirnar, p.m.t. island.
Sambeerilegar krofur eru farnar ad birtast & 6drum vettvangi, t.d. hja Evrépusambandinu (ESB)

og sumt skilar sér inn f regluverk Samningsins um Evropska efnahagssveedid (EES-samningsins),
t.a.m. Flokkunarreglugerd ESB (EU Taxonomy) og Sjalfbeerniupplysingagjof steerri fyrirtaekja
(CSRD). Mikil porf er pvi @ aukinni vitund og skilningi a oliku hlutverki raduneyta og stofnana vid ad
taka patt i innleidingu dherslna og markmida um liffreedilega fjolbreytni, p.m.t. ad safna og halda

utan um ymsar upplysingar.

éé@ gt’(")g PI\NLGB'I‘AOODNIVI;I(E QLI-Y . Sl;ipulag m.t.t. liffraedilegrar fidlbreytni, «<naer-0 tap»
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&/ FRAMEWORK VERNDA @ Arang 6 af hnig
2o un . Arangursrik vernd 30% land- og hafsvaeda

‘ 7 . Stédva utdauda af mannavoldum, tryggja bata

Minnka dreifingu framandi lifvera um a.m.k. 50% FORPAST

. Sjalfbzer nyting og styring villtra lifvera, 4g6di
. Sjalfbeer landbinadur, lagareldi, veidar o.fl.

TR\{G‘& JA .Tryggja virkni og pjénustu vistkerfa
. Staekka og baeta green/bla natturusvaedi i péttbyli

Minnka ahzettu vegna mengunar um helming '
Lagmarka ahrif loftslagsbreytinga .

|

9o »

Sambazetta liffreedilega fidlbreytni i alla stjornsyslu . . Sanngjorn deiling 4géda af erfdaaudlindum
Fyrirtaeki vakta og upplysa um ahrif & nattaru .
FRAMKVAWM - . 4
Sjalfbaer neysla, minnka matarséun um helming . A FJD@";:‘\{?Y‘ wl:]arkva :qlf‘ll" AZOED,‘H_ .
. Bova hruw, endurrelsa wattiru
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KK Himasett Virkia fidrmagw og) swaur drrzedi

O Vigdis Vandvik 2023
b9ding: BIODICE 2024

Mynd 3. Einfalt yfirlit yfir Kunming-Montréal samkomulagid um liffraeedilega fjclbreytni.


https://enveurope.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s12302-023-00786-5
https://irp.cdn-website.com/59e18e25/files/uploaded/vegvi-sir_-_lo-g_og_reglur.pdf
https://irp.cdn-website.com/59e18e25/files/uploaded/vegvi-sir_-_lo-g_og_reglur.pdf

Vinnustofa

Markmio vinnustofu

Markmid vinnustofunnar var ad greina og reeda malefni liffraedilegrar fjclbreytni
eins og hun birtist { islenskri stjornsyslu.

Skipulag vinnustofu og framkvaemd

Sérfreedingateymi Biodice sa um faglegan undirbuning vinnustofunnar sem for fram pann
23. april 2024 i sal Hafrannsdknastofnunar. Vinnustofan er lidur i tveimur verkefnum Biodice sem
unnid er samhlida ad: 1) verkefninu Liffraedileg fjolbreytni Nordurlanda (The Nordic Biodiversity

Framework) styrkt af Norraena vinnuhopnum um liffraedilega fjdlbreytni & vegum Norraenu
radherranefndarinnar og 2) verkefninu Liffreedileg fj6lbreytni i malaflokkum matvaelaraduneytisins,

sem er samningur raduneytisins vid Biodice um gerd stodumats a innleidingu GBF
samkomulagsins i malaflokkum raduneytisins.

Patttakendur

Vinnustofan var vel sott og maettu um 40 einstaklingar til leiks. Fulltrdar 9 raduneyta, 10
rikisstofnana og 8 tengdra adila sem vinna med malefni liffraedilegrar fjolbreytni i efstu [6gum
stjornsyslunnar toku patt p.m.t. styrihépur um gerd stefnu og framkveemdadaetlun um

liffreedilega fjolbreytni sem skipadur var i byrjun ars 2024 og starfar @ vegum umhverfis- orku

og loftslagsraduneytisins. | honum starfa fulltrdar fra heilbrigdis-, innvida-, matveela-, mennta- og
barnamalaraduneytinu sem og fulltrii fra Sambandi islenskra sveitarfélaga.

Til ad na fram markmidum vinnustofunnar var i undirbuningnum 16gd ahersla a gott
upplysingafleedi og samrad allra patttakenda, m.a. med pvi ad deila fyrir fram upplysingum um
faglegan grunn, markmid og dagskra fyrir vinnustofuna. Dagskrain samanstod af erindum fyrir
hadegi og hopavinnu eftir hadegi.

Raduneyti Rikisstofnanir Adrir patttakendur

Forsaetisraduneytio Byggdastofnun Haskdli [slands

Hdaskola- idnadar- og Embeetti landlaeknis Haskolinn & Holum
nyskbpunarraduneytid Hafrannsoknarstofnun Matis

Heilbrigdisraduneytid Land og skégur Landvernd

Innvidaraduneytia Natturufreedistofnun Natturuminjasafn islands
Matveelaraduneytia Skipulagsstofnun Natturustofa Sudvesturlands
Menningar- og vidskiptaraduneytia Umhverfisstofnun Samband islenskra sveitarfélaga
Mennta- og barnamalaraduneytia Vatnajokulspjodgardur Ungir Umhverfissinnar
Umbhverfis- orku- og Vegagerdin

loftslagsraduneytio

Utanrikisraduneytid pjodgardurinn & pingvollum



https://biodice.is/vinnustofa-um-liffraedilega-fjolbreytni/
https://biodice.is/liffraedileg-fjolbreytni-nordurlanda/
https://biodice.is/liffraedileg-fjolbreytni-i-malaflokkum-matvaelaraduneytisins/
https://www.stjornarradid.is/raduneyti/nefndir/nanar-um-nefnd/?itemid=c029b56d-ba1a-11ee-b881-005056bcde1f
https://www.stjornarradid.is/raduneyti/nefndir/nanar-um-nefnd/?itemid=c029b56d-ba1a-11ee-b881-005056bcde1f
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Fyrri hluti vinnustofunnar: fyrirlestrar

Bjarni Kristofer Kristjdnsson, préfessor vid Haskélann @ Holum, var fundarstjori fyrir hadegi.
Ragnhildur Gudmundsattir, sérfreedingur hja Nattiruminjasafni [slands, hof dagskréna med
kynningu & Biodice. Rannveig Magnusdottir, sérfreedingur hja Landvernd og Biodice, kynnti i
kjolfaria verkefnio Liffreedileg fjélbreytni Nordurlanda og Skuli Skulason, préfessor vid Haskolann &
Holum og Natturuminjasafn islands og formadur stjérnar Biodice, for yfir mikilvaegi liffreedilegrar
fjolbreytni, patttoku samfélagsins og sérstodu islenskrar natturu.

Snorri Sigurdsson, svidsstjori natturuverndar hja Natturufreedistofnun, kynnti samkomulag
Sameinudu pjodanna um liffreedilega fjclbreytni — Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework (GBF) - en vinnustofan snerist m.a. um ad finna leidir til ad innleida samkomulagid.
Snorri sagdi einnig fra heildstaedu kerfi meelikvarda (e. Monitoring framework/indicators) en

gerd verdur krafa um ad pjodir noti kerfid til ad meta arangur i innleidingu GBF. Flestir pessara
meelikvarda eru nyir fyrir island, t.d. um drangur endurheimtar, verndarstédu vistgerda, framandi
agengar tegundir, pjonustu vistkerfa, patttoku fyrirtaekja, fjarmognun o.fl. Gerd verdur krafa um ad
bjodir noti kerfid til ad meta arangur i innleidingu GBF og flestir pessara meelikvarda eru nyir fyrir
island, t.d. um &rangur endurheimtar, verndarstddu vistgerda, framandi dgengar tegundir, pjonustu
vistkerfa, patttoku fyrirtaekja, fjarmognun o.fl. Bjarni Kristofer Kristjdnsson tok deemi um markmid
6 { GBF um agengar framandi tegundir, for yfir stodu mala & islandi og hvad parf ad gera til ad néa
arangri. Sigridur Svana Helgadottir, yfirlogfraedingur hja Umhverfis-, orku- og loftslagsraduneytinu,
kynnti starf styrihdps um gerd stefnu og framkveemdadaetlunar um liffreedilega fjdlbreytni

(hvitbdk), sem jafnframt stydur vid framkvaemd samnings Sameinudu pjodanna um
liffreedilega fjolbreytni.

Ad auki héldu Katherine Richardson, professor vid Kaupmannahafnarhaskoéla i Danmaérku og
Hanna-Kaisa Lakka, sérfraedingur hja Haskélanum i Jyvaskyla i Finnlandi, erindi en paer eru
samstarfsadilar i verkefninu Liffreedileg fjclbreytni Nordurlanda. Erindi Katherine bar titilinn The
Biodiversity Crisis is at least as important as the Climate crisis og fjalladi um mikilveegi pess ad
malefni liffreedilegrar fjolbreytni komist & pann stad sem loftslagsmalin eru komin &. Katherine
sagdi einnig fra hinum niu polmorkum jardar (e. Planetary boundaries) en hun er einn af héfundum
hugtaksins. Erindi Hanna-Kaisa fjalladi um stodu liffreedilegrar fjolbreytni og GBF i Finnlandi en

bar voru ny natturuverndarlog sett arid 2023.

Seinni hluti vinnustofunnar: hépavinna

Tilgangur hépavinnunnar var tvipeettur; i fyrsta lagi ad tengja félk saman pvert a stjérnsysluna
og { 6dru lagi ad deila upplysingum um stddu mala og kanna hvort verkefni raduneyta og
rikisstofnana endurspegli mikilveegi liffreedilegrar fjdlbreytni og studli ad pvi ad markmid
Kunming-Montréal GBF verdi uppfyllt. Seeunn Julia Sigurjonsdottir, sérfreedingur hja Biodice,
styrdi hopavinnunni eftir hadegi.
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patttakendur voru upplystir um markmid hopavinnu i upphafi fundar. Tilgangur umraedna var
eftirfarandi:

1. Ad gera grein fyrir skilningi folks a pvi hvernig liffreedileg fjolbreytni tengist
malefnum raduneyta og rikisstofnana.

2. Ad kortleggja pau verkefni sem pegar eru i gangi og tengjast liffraedilegri fjolbreytni
innan raduneyta/rikisstofnana.

3. Ad gera grein fyrir peim hindrunum sem standa i vegi fyrir pvi ad verkefni um
liffreedilega fjolbreytni séu gangsett eda gangi vel.

4. Ad greina hvernig samvinna milli mismunandi raduneyta og hagadila fer fram.

5. Ad rikisstofnanir sjai mikilvaegi pess ad standa vord um liffreedilega fjolbreytni og
myndi med pessu grunn ad frekara samstarfi um verkefni tengd peim malefnum.

Uppsetning hépavinnu

Umraedurnar voru settar upp sem prjar lotur (sja spurningar i Vidauka A). Hver lota var 60 mindtur

0g snerist um eitt pema. Pemun voru 1) skilningur & liffreedilegri fjolbreytni, 2) hvernig ganga verkefni
(fyrirhugud og begar i gangi) um liffreedilega fjolbreytni og Kunming-Montréal markmidin, 3) samvinna
hagadila og samstarf raduneyta/stofnana. patttakendum var skipt upp i fjora fyrir fram akvedna hopa
(mynd 4) og reynt ad hafa pa sem fjdlbreyttasta med tilliti til vinnustada og kynjahlutfalls. A hverju
bordi var ritari fra Biodice og einn Ur styrihépi um liffreedilega fjolbreytni sem var hopstjori. Hopstjorar
geettu pess ad oll fengju ad tja sig og ad umraedurnar veeru hnitmidadar. beirra hlutverk var einnig ad
taka saman helstu punktana i lok hverrar lotu i samradi vid ritarana.

Mynd 4. Hépavinna & vinnustofu um liffreedilega fjolbreytni.

tab til rhBunoytaisiotnana?




Urvinnsla gagna

Vid Urvinnslu gagna ur hopavinnunni var studst vid adferdafraedi eigindlegra rannsokna.
Upplysingarnar ur ollum fjérum hépunum voru settar saman i skjal sem var prentad Ut og einstok
atridi klippt nidur (e. Thematic analysis, mynd 5). Sidan voru oll atridin handflokkud og radad upp
eftir efnistokum og tidni peirra til ad draga fram adalatridin (kédun). Ad lokum voru adalatridin
dregin saman i samfelldan texta. [ frasdgn af nidurstddum eru beinar tilvitnanir patttakenda
skaletradar og innan gaesalappa en almennt var hugad ad pvi ad ekki veeri haegt ad rekja ummeeli
beint til einstaklings eda vinnustadar. Allir patttakendur, eda fulltriar peirra, lasu yfir drog ad pessari
greinargerd og komu med tillogur.
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Mynd 5. Thematic analysis, adferdafraedin sem notud var vid drvinnslu gagna. ©Delve

Niourstoour

Eftirfarandi nidurstodur byggjast 8 upplysingum og skodunum einstakra patttakanda og/eda
hépa og endurspegla ekki alltaf skodanir allra. Samt sem adur mikill samhljomur i umraadum
innan og milli hépa og folk sama sinnis. Pad rikti almenn anaegja med vinnustofuna, m.a. ségdu
batttakendur; , Tengingin vid markmid samningsins er mjog skyr eftir fraedslu i upphafi vinnustofu”,
,bessi vinnustofa er fyrsta skrefid. Biodice hefur haft mikil ahrif” og ,Mikilvaegt ad hafa svona fundi til
ad vekja fdlk til medvitundar”.

Skilningur a liffreedilegri fjolbreytni

Nidurstodur umraedna i hépunum syndu ad skilningur & hugtakinu er agaetur par sem
sérfraeedingar i lifvisindum starfa. Almennt er po litill skilningur & hugtakinu, mikid um misskilning
og stundum jafnvel litil tengsl starfseminnar vid malefni lifrikis og nattdru. A sumum svidum, m.a.
i skipulagsvinnu hja sveitarfélogum, er ,ordid liffraeedileg fjolbreytni ekki komin inn i ordreeduna

— vantar upplysingar”. Fleiri og fleiri eru po farin ad rekast a hugtakid og takast & vid krofur um
innleidingu pess.



Tenging liffraedilegrar fjolbreytni vio
starfsemi og verkefni patttakenda

Liffreedileg fjolbreytni kemur ad einhverju leyti inn @ bord allra patttakenda par sem

flestir peirra sinna storfum sem tengjast med ymsum hegtti liffreedilegri fjolbreytni, en
tengingin er misskyr. Stundum er ekki talad um hugtakid liffreedilega fjolbreytni beint en
tengingin er samt til stadar pegar betur er ad gad, og oft ordad ddruvisi (nattura, lifriki,
lifvera, vistkerfi 0.f1.). Vitundarvakning i umhverfismalum sidastlidin ar hefur skilad sér i
meiri umraedu um liffreedilega fjolbreytni og malefni nattrunnar. Liffraedileg fjolbreytni er
komin & kortid, m.a. i tengslum vid samninga og stefnur Sameinudu bjodanna, regluverk
Evrépusambandsins og aukin taekifaeri til ad saekja um styrki.

Hagadilar

pad er arangursrikast ad hafa sem flesta hagadila med i radum a ollum stigum

umraedu og akvardanatoku. Gott samrad skilar sér i breidara eignarhaldi og svona

vinna med hagadilum er mikilveegur hluti af vistkerfisnalgun. bad parf ad gera ,,géda
hagsmunagreiningu i upphaf, vanda samtalid og byggja upp traust”. Evropureglugerdir

eru sifellt meira ad yta 8 hagadila ad lyfta upp liffreedilegri fjélbreytni. Haegt er ad finna
leidbeiningar um samrad og hafa t.d. opna fundi eda auglysa eftir ahugasémum, ,reyna ad
nd pversnidi af hagadilum®. bad parf ad passa ad bera virdingu fyrir mismunandi menningu
folks, og breyta hugarfari i gegnum samrad og traust samstarf.

Tenging liffraedilegrar fjolbreytni
vi0 ymis malefni

Stjornsyslan og loggjof

Hindranir: Veik stjornsysla pegar kemur ad liffraedilegri fjolbreytni

Ad mati sumra patttakenda eru 16g og reglugerdir sem varda liffreedilega fjolbreytni
6skyr & Islandi og oft vantar naudsynlegar reglugerdir. Morg gra sveedi eru til stadar og
ekki alltaf naegileg pekking & abyrgdarskiptingu. Logum er par ad auki ekki alltaf fylgt eftir
0g engin vidurlog vid pvi. betta ,kvislast inn i menninguna®, ,enginn gerir athugasemdir” og
|6gin eru ,veik og mattlaus” Log um natturuvernd bjéda upp & of morg tulkunaratridi og i

bau vantar m.a. akvaedi um vernd eda fridun vegna mikillar liffreedilegrar fjolbreytni
innan tegunda.

Ekki hefur verid 16gd nogu mikil dhersla @ malaflokk liffreedilegrar fjolbreytni i stjérnkerfinu
og bvi hefur samraeming og samvinna milli raduneyta og stofnana ekki att sér stad.
Aherslan hefur verid & loftslagsmalin og liffreedileg fjolbreytni maett afgangi. bad er litid
talad um liffreedilega fjolbreytni og vistkerfisndlgun i stjornsyslu almennt og pad vantar
betri tengingu vid loftslagsmalin.


https://biodice.is/vistkerfisnalgun/
https://www.althingi.is/lagas/nuna/2013060.html
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Tillogur patttakenda ad urbotum

Sampeetta parf vinnu og umfjollun um liffreedilega fjclbreytniinn i alla stjornsyslu og ryna parf

oll videigandi 16g og stefnur med liffreedilega fjolbreytni i huga. Styrkja parf samstarf pvert

a stjornsysluna, milli stofnana og milli raduneyta. pad skiptir mali ad pau sem eru ad vinna

ad malefnum liffraedilegrar fjolbreytni i stjérnsyslunni viti hvert af 6dru. “pad er ekki skritid ad
bodleidirnar séu prongar, folk hugsar ekki Ut fyrir sitt svid”. Oft skarast starfsemi og malefni stofnana
en skiptist jafnframt & milli rdduneyta (malefni ferskvatns, til deemis). “Pad er mikilvaegt ad geta
talad pvert d sild”. Sem flest purfa ad vera med eignarhald & malefninu og bua parf til betri tengingu
milli stefna og verkefna. bad er mikilvaegt ad auka samstarfid og mikil porf er & frekari studningi
vid raduneyti, stofnanir og sveitarfélog. “Vid eettum ad taka loftslagsmalin okkur til fyrirmyndar

og hvernig vid héfum verid ad vinna med pad”. Deila parf reynslu og pekkingu um liffreedilega
fjolbreytni pvert & stjornsysluna pvi ymsar stefnur sem komnar eru til framkvaemda verda ad tala
saman. Leita parf i meira meeli til sérfreedinga pvert & raduneyti/stofnanir/haskola og ,leita til bestu
sérfreedinga pott peir séu [ rongu raduneyti/stofnun eda utan stjornsyslunnar”. pad veeri gagnlegt ad
leida alla adila innan akvedinna geira saman

(t.d. heilbrigdisgeirann eda pjédgarda/fridlysingageirann) og finna pau markmid { GBF sem koma
beint ad peirra malum. Einnig parf almennt ad fylgjast betur med lI6gbrotum og beita moguleikum
til refsinga.

Tenging vid GBF
Markmid 8 — Lagmarka ahrif loftslagsbreytinga
Markmid 14 — Sampeetta liffreedilega fjolbreytni i alla stjérnsyslu

Loftslagsmal

Hindranir: bad vantar meiri tengingu milli liffraedilegrar fjolbreytni og loftslagsmala
Mikid var reett um tengsl vid loftslagsmalin og einn patttakandi kjarnadi paer ahyggjur vel:,Vid erum
ad gera misték med ad taka liffreedilega fjdlbreytni og loftslagsmalin i sitt hvoru lagi.”

Tillogur patttakenda ad urbotum

Hér eru morg teekifaeri fyrir sameiginlegar lausnir pvi vernd liffraedilegrar fjolbreytni og

endurheimt vistkerfa eru mikilvaegar adgerdir i loftslagsmalum. Ad auki parf ad tryggja ad

adgerair i loftslagsmalum gangi ekki gegn liffraedilegri fjolbreytni. Deemi um verkefni sem

haegt veeri ad tengja betur vid liffreedilega fjolbreytni er C.10 adgerdin i Byggdadeetlun um ahrif

loftslagsbreytinga og sveitarfélog. Fimm sveitarfélog taka nu patt i tilraunaverkefni pessarar

adgeroar.

Tenging vid GBF
Markmid 8 — Lagmarka ahrif loftslagsbreytinga


https://www.althingi.is/altext/152/s/1383.html
https://www.byggdastofnun.is/is/frettir/fimm-sveitarfelog-taka-thatt-i-verkefni-um-adlogun-islenskra-sveitarfelaga-ad-ahrifum-loftslagsbreytinga

Skipulagsmal

Hindranir: Skortur @ pekkingu i skipulagsmalum

Oft er skortur & pekkingu & liffraedilegri fjdlbreytni hja peim sem hafa skipulagsvald, p.e.
sveitarfélogum, og pad hefur ahrif & dkvardanatoku. Sumt folk ,tengir liffreedilega fjolbreytni vid
stodnun eda vernd” og virdist hreedast hugtakid. Sveitarfélog vita ekki hvad a ad gera po ahugi
a malefninu sé jafnvel til stadar. Pad eru miklar askoranir i sambandi vid notkun a framandi
tegundum og dreifingu peirra tegunda sem eru eda reynast vera agengar. Sveitarfélog og
bjodgarda vantar adstod, adhald, jakvaeda hvata og skyra stefnumaorkun um vernd
liffreedilegrar fjolbreytni.

Tillogur patttakenda ad Grbotum

Skipulag og stefnumarkun er verulega stor pattur pegar kemur ad notkun lands og tenging vid
liffreedilega fjolbreytni i skipulagsvinnu verdur ad vera skyr. Finna parf leidir til ad taka bestu
akvardanir i skipulagi ut fra liffraedilegri fjolbreytni og teekla samhlida loftslagsmalunum. Miklar
krofur i pessum malum koma ad utan m.a. fra Evrépusambandinu en upplysingar, freedslu og
fjarmagn vantar.

Sveitarfélog hafa synt ahuga & vinnu vid ad skoda hvort ,liffraedileg fjélbreytni og endurheimt
vistkerfa geti dempad ahrif loftslagsbreytinga” og hlta parf ad pessu. Bua parf til hvata og skoda
samlegdarahrif samliggjandi sveitarfélaga. A islandi er sterkur eignarréttur, ,tortryggni og hreedsla
vid ad rikid sé ad taka eitthvad af pér”. pad parf ad vera hvatakerfi, gulrot sem folk sér (m.a.
landeigendur) og jafnvel ,borga fyrir ad gera vel i malum liffreedilegrar fjélbreytni”. Umbastur i
sveitarfélogum purfa ad vera framkvaemdar i raunhaefum og fjarmognudum skrefum.

Tenging vid GBF

+ Yfirmarkmid D - virkja fjarmagn og onnur Urreedi
Markmid 1 - Skipulag m.t.t. liffreedilegrar fjolbreytni
Markmid 2 - Arangursrik endurheimt 30% af hnignudu lifriki
Markmid 3 — Arangursrik vernd 30% land-, ferskvatns- og hafsvaeda
Markmid 8 - Lagmarka ahrif loftslagsbreytinga
Markmid12 — Staekka og baeta graen/bla natturusveedi i péttbyli

Upplysingar og midlun

Hindranir: Skortur a gognum, adgengi ad upplysingum og midlun

pad vantar rannsoknir, gogn, voktun, kortlagningu pekkingar og verkefni sem tengjast
liffreedilegri fiolbreytni, & landi og i sjo, og pessi skortur hefur ahrif & dakvardanatoku og utgafu
a framkvaemdaleyfum og mati umhverfisahrifa. Oft er 6ljost hvada gogn vantar og hvar mestu
gloppurnar eru. Midlun og adgengi ad upplysingum er abdtavant og pad vantar betri tengingar
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vid rannsoknastofnanir og haskéla. Félk talar ekki nogu vel saman og “allir eru ad drukkna i vinnu
og ekki ad midla sinni vinnu”. Pad parf ad midla betur efni ur alpjodlegum ,hryllingsskyrslum” (um
sleemt dstand natturunnar) en bessar upplysingar enda idulega ofan i skuffum. ,pad virdast vera
stjornsyslulegar hindranir um upplysingagjof”.

Tillogur patttakenda ad urbotum

pekking og upplysingar um liffreedilega fjolbreytni purfa ad vera adgengilegar 6llum. Leggja parf
aherslu a betra upplysingaflaedi og ad upplysingar séu gerdar skiljanlegar og gagnlegar. Gera parf
visindaleg gogn og pekkingu adgengilegri og matreida og midla nidurstédum pannig ad haegt sé
ad taka upplystar dkvardanir & grunni peirra. Nyta parf betur pa pekkingu sem er til stadar (b6 pad
vanti tilfinnanlega meiri gogn og rannséknir).

Fraedsla og menntun eru lykilatridi begar kemur ad innleidingu markmida GBF. ,pad parf ad koma
liffreedilegri fjolbreytni inn i adalnamskra” og einnig vantar meira namsefni og freedsluefni um
malefnid fyrir 6ll skolastig. Porf er a fleiri natturufreedikennurum og ad efla menntun peirra. En
bad parf ad taka a pessu & ollum svidum samfélagsins, ekki bara i skélum. ,Fdlk tengir ekki vid
liffreedilega fijdlbreytni og finnur ekki fyrir pessu i daglegu lifi." bad fer vinna og timi i ad fa folk til ad
skilja og na utan um hugtokin.

Sérfraedingar i nattdrufreedum purfa fjarmagn til ad kaupa pjonustu fagfélks i visindamidlun
og/eda markadssetningu til ad bua til sem drangursrikast efni til ad koma & framfeeri. ,Ekki
heegt ad skella pessu a sérfreedingana”. ,pad parf ad selja hugmyndina (marketing) innan hvers
geira, innan stofnana og innan deilda. Valdhafar purfa ad kaupa hugmyndina, getur vegid pungt”.
Nota samfélagsmidla og auglysingastofur, virkja ahugann hja 6drum, setja hluti i samhengi og
tala rétta tungumalid vid ¢lika hépa. ,Hvetja folk til ad vera med i lausninni”. Haegt veeri ad nyta
natturustofurnar og haskolasetrin betur i midlun og métun.

Tenging vid GBF
Yfirmarkmid D - virkja fjarmagn og onnur drraedi
Markmid 21 — tryggja ad pekking sé til stadar og dllum adgengileg begar kemur ad adgerdum |
bagu liffreedilegrar fjolbreytni.

Fjarmagn og forgangsrédun

Hindranir: Skortur a fjarmagni og rong forgangsrédun

“bad eru kvadir @ sveitarféldgum, pau eiga ad redda pbessu en svo er fidrmagnid ekki par” og
,adgerdum og stefnum parf ad fylgja fiarmagn”. Erfidlega gengur ad fa fjarmagn i grunnrannsoknir,
t.d. rannsoknir & agengum tegundum. Umhverfismal virdast almennt ekki vera i forgangi. ,Fdlk er
sammala 8 fundum eins og pessum ad petta er mikilvaegt en svo fara allir aftur i sitt og liffreedileg
fiélbreytni er ekki sett ndgu ofarlega i forgang”.



Tillogur patttakenda ad Grbotum
Setja parf liffreedilega fjolbreytni strax i forgang. Adgerdum og stefnum parf ad fylgja fjarmagn.

Tenging vid GBF
Yfirmarkmid D — virkja fjarmagn og onnur Urraedi

Annao

Aftenging manns og natturu. Einn patttakandi kjarnadi pessar ahyggjur vel:,Vid erum hiuti af
lifriki jardar en vid héfum tekid mannkynid ut fyrir sviga. betta er ekki hugsun sem vid tékum inn a
skrifstofu.”

Abyrgd. bad er enginn sem ber abyrgd & malefninu” eda bad er ,erfitt ad finna hver ber byrgd” og er
med upplysingar um pad.

Eignarhald og ndlaegd i litlum samfélogum. Allir hdpar nefndu vandamal med eignarrétt a
malefnum liffreedilegrar fjolbreytni: ,Ef malefni fara pvert & stofnanir, pa gerist oft ekki neitt, pvi pad er
ekkert eignarhald og abyrgdin er ¢ljos”. Landeigendur hafa mikid vald og sveitarfélog eru baedi med
skipulagsvald og gefa ut framkveemdaleyfi. Nalaegd getur haft ahrif pegar kemur ad skipulagi sem
0g dhugi hvers og eins. b4 getur mikil nalaegd i minni sveitarfélogum haft ahrif & akvardanatoku og
gagnsaei. | litlum sveitarfélogum er ,ekki audvelt ad segja nei vid ndgranna sina“ og ,ékvardanataka
getur verid smitud af vinskap/freendsemi”. bad er mikilvaegt ,ad sem flestir fdi eignarhald @ malefninu
0g skilji eignarhald sitt” og einnig ad gagnsaei sé fyrir hendi.

Lifrikisrad. Stofna pyrfti Fagrad um liffreedilega fjdlbreytni (lika nefnt Lifrikisrad) sambeerilegt
loftslagsradi og bua til ,meelabord liffraedilegrar fjdlbreytni” sbr. maelabord loftslagsmala par sem
lykilmaelikvardar syna med einfoldum heetti stédu adgerda & [slandi.

Lydheilsa og séttvarnir. Covid-19, sunur (zoonoses) og adrir heimsfaraldrar sem tengjast 4gangi
manns a natturuna hafa beina tengingu vid markmid um liffraedilega fjclbreytni. Til deemis eru
mitlar og moskitéflugur nyjar égnir pvi loftslagsbreytingar geta valdid pvi ad pessar tegundir
(dsamt fleirum) geta dreifst inn & svaedi par sem paer hafa ekki verid fyrir, og borid med sér nyja
smitsjukdéma sem berast med vektorum (vector-borne diseases). Deemi um stért verkefni, sem
unnid hefur verid ad pvert 4 raduneyti og stofnanir & {slandi, er Ein Heilsa (e. One Health) 4 vegum

Alpjédaheilbrigdismalastofnunarinnar (WHO). Verkefnid byggir & heildstaedri syn sem neer yfir
heilbrigdi folks, dyra og umhverfis og hefur margpaetta tengingu vid liffreedilega fjolbreytni.

Samvinna. Haegt veeri ad koma a fét skipulagdri hdpavinnu folks um liffraedilega fjclbreytni ad
fyrirmynd Communities of practice eda Think tanks. Gagnlegt veeri fyrir island ad skoda erlendar

fyrirmyndir og taka virkan patt i alpjodlegu samstarfi, sérstaklega norraenu og evrépsku.
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Biodice workshop on biodiversity

Held at the Marine & Freshwater Research Institute on April 23, 2024

Summary

On April 23, 2024, the collaborative platform Biodice and its partners held a full-day
workshop on biodiversity. The aim of the workshop was to analyse and discuss the issue
of biodiversity as it appears in Icelandic administration. This workshop was a part of The
Nordic Biodiversity Framework project (NBF), which was funded by the Nordic working
group for Biodiversity of the Nordic Council of Ministers.

The workshop was very well attended by about 40 people, all of which were
representatives of ministries, governmental agencies and other various entities that work
with biodiversity issues at the highest level of administration. The program consisted

of presentations in the morning and group work in the afternoon. The purpose of the
group work was, first, to connect people across the administration and, second, to share
information about the current state of biodiversity issues regarding the Kunming-Montreal
Biodiversity Framework (GBF).

The group work results suggest that there is generally limited understanding of
biodiversity in administration, except where life science experts are involved. All groups
agreed on the importance of engaging stakeholders at all stages of the discussion.
There was consensus on issues such as administration, climate, planning, information,
funding, and prioritization. Participants recommended integrating biodiversity into all
areas of administration and strengthening cooperation across ministries and institutions.
Itis crucial to ensure climate actions do not harm biodiversity, and planning decisions
should benefit both. Biodiversity knowledge and information should be accessible to all,
and education and awareness are key to implementing the GBF. Biodiversity must be
prioritized and actions and policies need proper funding.

Participants raised concerns about the disconnect between humans and nature, how
local ownership and proximity in small municipalities can affect decision-making, the
lack of accountability for the issue and new public health threats. Other ideas included
establishing a Biodiversity Council, similar to the Climate Council, putting more focus on
public health, disease prevention, and the importance of international cooperation.
Overall, there was satisfaction with the workshop, and its results help assess Iceland's
progress in implementing the Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF).



Background

A clear scientific foundation is crucial when addressing biodiversity issues. Biodiversity is
vital for healthy ecosystems, which support and sustain life on Earth. Loss of biodiversity
is one of the biggest problems of our time. Biodiversity is closely connected to urgent
issues like climate change, sustainable development, resource use, economy, pollution,
public health, and nature conservation.

To ensure humanity’s future on Earth, we must live sustainably and make peace with
nature. Everyone should understand biodiversity and its importance. Nature conservation
laws aim to protect the diversity of Iceland’s nature, including biological, geological and
landscape variety. The laws aim to ensure the development of Iceland’s nature on its
own terms, protect what is unique or historic, support the restoration of ecosystems and
increase resilience to natural disasters and global environmental changes.

Habitat destruction, climate change, invasive species, overexploitation, and pollution are
the five main drivers of biodiversity loss worldwide (see figure 2). Iceland is no exception,
even though we still have many relatively untouched ecosystems.

Concepts

Biodice emphasizes working with the definitions and guidelines provided by the United
Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) for the basic concepts of biodiversity,
ecosystems, and the ecosystem approach.

Biodiversity. The variability among living organisms from all sources including, inter alia,
terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which
they are part. This includes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems
(see figure 1).

Ecosystem. A dynamic complex of plant, animal and micro-organism communities and
their non-living environment interacting as a functional unit.

Ecosystem Approach. A strategy for the integrated management of land, water and living
resources that promotes conservation and sustainable use in an equitable way. Thus, the

application of the ecosystem approach will help to reach a balance of the three objectives

of the Convention: conservation, sustainable use, and the fair and equitable sharing of
the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources. More information on the
ecosystem approach can be found in Biodice’s report in collaboration with the Ministry of
Food in October 2023.
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Biodiversity in Icelandic Nature

Iceland may not have many species on a global scale, but the value of its biodiversity lies
in other factors, shaped by the uniqueness of the country. This includes its location as
an island in the North Atlantic and the relatively short time since the land was covered by
glaciers during the last ice age. These factors create important conditions for life forms
to colonize and evolve. Iceland has significant geological diversity, which has allowed the
few species that have settled here to adapt to different habitats with little competition
and in isolation from the mainland. This is often reflected in high variation within species,
and Iceland also hosts a wide diversity of ecosystems. Therefore, counting species alone
is not a reliable measure of biodiversity in Iceland. Our task—and priority—is to assess
and preserve the biodiversity shaped by these unique conditions and to protect the
environments that sustain it.

The Convention on Biological Diversity

The United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) agreement is hosted by the
Icelandic Ministry of the Environment, Energy, and Climate and managed by the Icelandic
Institute of Natural History. Iceland has been a party to the agreement for 30 years but
has inconsistently attended during that time. Therefore, awareness of the agreement'’s
role, importance, and mission is generally low within the governing council and related
institutions. Lately, however, the agreement has received more attention and importance,
both in Iceland and elsewhere. Member nations of the CBD are placing greater demands
on disclosure and implementation of ambitious goals and actions to achieve better
results in dealing with the decline and protection of biodiversity. The CBD is generally not
considered legally binding, but a recent article in Environment Science Europe suggests
that member countries could face lawsuits in international or domestic courts for actions
or inaction that lead to global biodiversity loss.

The Kunming Montréal Global Biodiversity
Framework (GBF)

In December 2022, the Kunming-Montréal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) was
agreed on by all member nations (see figure 3). The CBD defines and recommends
using the Ecosystem Approach for implementing the GBF. The GBF and the Monitoring
Framework that nations must use to track and report progress bring new challenges for
nations, including Iceland. Similar requirements are emerging on other platforms, such as
the European Union (EU), and some are integrated into the regulatory framework of the
European Economic Area (EEA) Agreement, such as the EU Taxonomy Regulation and
the Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD). There is a great need for
increased awareness and understanding of the different roles of ministries and
institutions responsible for the implementation of biodiversity goals, collecting data,
and managing information.



Workshop

The aim of the workshop was to analyze and discuss the issue of biodiversity as it

appears in Icelandic administration.

Workshop planning and implementation

The expert team from Biodice handled the professional preparation of the workshop,
which took place on April 23, 2024, at the Marine & Freshwater Research Institute. The

workshop is part of The Nordic Biodiversity Framework project, supported by the Nordic

Working Group on Biodiversity under the Nordic Council of Ministers.

Participants

The workshop was very well attended, with about 40 participants. Representatives

from 9 ministries, 10 governmental agencies, and 8 other various entities working on

biodiversity issues.

Ministries

Ministry of Culture and
Business Affairs

Ministry of Education and Children

Ministry of the Environment,
Energy and Climate

Ministry of Food, Agriculture
and Fisheries

Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Ministry of Health

Ministry of Higher Education,
Science and Innovation

Ministry of Infrastructure

Prime Minister's Office

Governmental
Agencies

Directorate of Health of Iceland

Icelandic Institute of Natural
History

Icelandic Regional Development
Institute

Land and Forest Iceland

Marine and Freshwater
Research Institute

National Planning Agency

The Environment Agency of
Iceland

The Icelandic Road and Coastal
Administration

Vatnajokull National Park

Thingvellir National Park

Other entities

Holar University

Icelandic Association of Local
Authorities

Icelandic Museum of Natural
History

Matis Iceland

Southwest Iceland Nature
Research Centre

The Icelandic Environment
Association

The Icelandic Youth
Environmentalist Association

University of Iceland
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First part of the workshop: presentations

Bjarni Kristofer Kristjansson, professor at the University of Hélar, chaired the morning
session. Ragnhildur Gudmundsdaéttir, an expert at the National Museum of Natural
History of Iceland, opened the program with a presentation on Biodice. Rannveig
Magnusdaottir, an expert at Landvernd and Biodice, then introduced the Nordic Biodiversity
Framework project. Skuli Skulason, a professor at the University of Holar and the National
Museum of Natural History of Iceland and chair of Biodice, followed with a discussion on
the importance of biodiversity, community participation, and the uniqueness of Iceland’s
nature. Snorri Sigurdsson, head of nature conservation at the Icelandic Institute of Natural
History, presented the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) — which
the workshop focused on implementing. Snorri also spoke about the comprehensive
monitoring framework and indicators. Nations will be required to use this system to
assess progress in implementing the GBF. Most of these indicators are new to Iceland,
covering areas like restoration success, protection status of ecosystems, invasive
species, ecosystem services, business participation, funding, and more.

Bjarni Kristofer Kristjansson provided an example of Target 6 in the GBF on invasive alien
species, discussing the current situation in Iceland and what needs to be done to achieve
success. Sigridur Svana Helgadattir, chief legal advisor at the Ministry of Environment,
Energy, and Climate, presented the work of the the Biodiversity Steering Group, which
aims to develop a biodiversity policy and action plan (white paper) for Iceland and
support the implementation of the GBF.

Additionally, Katherine Richardson, a professor at the University of Copenhagen,
Denmark, and Hanna-Kaisa Lakka, an expert at the University of Jyvaskyla, Finland, gave
presentations as partners in the Nordic Biodiversity Framework project. Katherine's
presentation, titled “The Biodiversity Crisis is at least as important as the Climate Crisis,’
discussed the need to elevate biodiversity issues to the same level as climate issues.
Katherine also spoke about the nine planetary boundaries, a concept she co-authored.
Hanna-Kaisa's presentation focused on the state of biodiversity and the GBF in Finland,
where new nature conservation laws were enacted in 2023.

Second part of the workshop: group work

The purpose of the afternoon group work was twofold: 1) to connect people across
administrations and 2) to share information on the state of affairs and examine
whether the projects of ministries and government agencies reflect the importance of
biodiversity and contribute to the fulfillment of the goals of the GBF policy. Saeunn Julia
Sigurjonsdottir, an expert at Biodice was the group work leader in the afternoon.

The participants were informed about the goals of group work at the beginning of the
meeting. The purpose of the discussions was as follows:



1. To give an account of people’s understanding of how biodiversity is
related to the affairs of ministries and government agencies.

2. To map the projects that are already underway that are related to
biodiversity within ministries/state institutions.

3. To describe the obstacles to the initiation or success of biodiversity
projects.

4. To analyze how cooperation between different ministries and with
economic partners is carried out.

5. That government institutions see the importance of protecting
biodiversity and thereby create a basis for further cooperation on
projects related to those issues.

The discussions were set up in three sessions, each 60 minutes long and focused on one
theme (see questions in Appendix A). The themes were 1) understanding of biodiversity,
2) the progress of projects (planned and ongoing) related to biodiversity and the GBF
goals, 3) cooperation between stakeholders and cooperation between ministries/
institutions. The participants were divided into four predetermined groups (Figure 2), with
an effort to make them as diverse as possible in terms of workplace and gender balance.
At each table there was a secretary from Biodice and a group leader from the Biodiversity
Steering Group. Group leaders made sure that everyone got to express themselves and
that the discussions did not go too far off topic. Their role was also to summarize the
main points at the end of each session in consultation with the secretaries.

Data analysis

Data from the group work were processed using qualitative thematic analysis (Figure
3). The information was compiled and then manually sorted according to content and
frequency in order to highlight the main items (coding). Themes were then sorted under
the categories of the first four workshop goals. In general, care was taken to ensure
that comments could not be directly attributed to an individual or workplace (all direct
quotes have been translated from Icelandic and italicized). All participants, or their
representatives, read the draft to this report and made suggestions.
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Results

The following results are based on the information and opinions of individual participants
and/or groups and do not always reflect the views of everyone. However, there was a
great deal of harmony between groups in the discussions. Participants expressed general
satisfaction, commenting: “The connection to the objectives of the GBF is very clear after
the presentations at the beginning of the workshop”, “This workshop is the first step. Biodice
has had a great impact”, and ‘It is important to have meetings like this to raise people’s
awareness”.

Understanding of biodiversity

The results of the discussions in the groups showed that the understanding of the
concept is good where experts in life sciences work. In general, however, there is a
shallow understanding of the concept, frequent misunderstandings, and sometimes
little connection between participants’ workplace and nature. In some areas, including
planning work in municipalities, “the word biodiversity has not entered the discourse —
information is missing”. However, more people are beginning to encounter the concept
and address demands for its implementation.

Linking biodiversity to activities and projects of
participants

Biodiversity is to some extent relevant to all participants, as most of them carry out work
that is in some way related to biodiversity, but the connection is sometimes unclear.

The concept of biodiversity is often not mentioned directly, but is worded differently
(nature, biosphere, organism, ecosystem, etc.). In recent years, awareness-raising in
environmental issues has resulted in greater discussion about biodiversity, especially in
connection with United Nations agreements, European Union regulatory frameworks, and
increased grant opportunities.

Stakeholders

It is most effective to include as many stakeholders as possible at all stages of discussion
and decision-making. Good consultation results in broader ownership, and this kind of
work with stakeholders is an important part of an Ecosystem Approach. It is necessary

to do a ‘good stakeholder analysis at the beginning, to have a good conversation and to
build trust”. European regulations are increasingly pushing the promotion of biodiversity
by “trying to reach a cross-section of stakeholders” through providing guidelines for
consultation, holding open meetings, or advertising for interested parties. It is necessary
to respect different cultures and change mindsets through consultation and trustful
cooperation.



Linking biodiversity to
various issues

Government and legislation

Obstacles: Weak governance when it comes to biodiversity

In the opinion of some participants, Icelandic laws and regulations regarding biodiversity
are unclear and with a lack of necessary regulations and sufficient knowledge of the
division of responsibilities. In addition, laws are not always followed and there are no
sanctions for this. This "branches into the culture”, ‘no one comments”, and the laws

are “weak and powerless”. The Nature Conservation Act offers too many interpretation
points and lacks, among other things, provisions on protection or conservation due to
the high biodiversity within species. Not enough emphasis has been placed on the issue
of biodiversity in the government system, resulting in a general absence of coordination
and cooperation between ministries and institutions. With focus mainly on climate issues,
there is little talk about biodiversity and the ecosystem approach in public administration.

Participants’ suggestions for improvement

Work and discussion on biodiversity need to be integrated into all public administration
and all relevant laws and policies need to be reviewed with biodiversity in mind.
Strengthening cross-departmental collaboration among institutions and ministries is
crucial. It is important for those working on biodiversity issues within the administration
to be aware of each other’s efforts. As one participant noted, “It's not surprising that
communication channels are narrow; people don't think outside their own field” but “It

is important to be able to speak across silos”. Often, the activities and concerns of
institutions overlap but are also divided among ministries (e.g., freshwater issues). Most
people need to have greater ownership of biodiversity issues and a better connections
between policies and projects needs to be established. Increasing collaboration and
providing further support to ministries, agencies, and municipalities are necessary
steps. “We should take climate change as an example and how we have been working on
it”. Sharing experiences and knowledge about biodiversity across the administration is
essential, as various policies in place must align. The best experts need to be sought
across ministries, institutions, and universities “even if they are in the wrong ministry/
institution or outside the administration”. It would be useful to bring all parties within
certain sectors together (e.g. the health sector or the national parks/conservation sector)
and find those objectives in the GBF that directly affect their issues. Furthermore, law
violations need to be monitored more closely and enforced with appropriate penalties.

Link to the GBF
Target 8 — Minimize the impact of climate change
Target 14 — Integrate biodiversity into all policies
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Climate

Obstacles: There is a lack of greater linkage between biodiversity and climate
There was much discussion about the linkages with climate, and one participant summed
up the concerns well: “We are making a mistake by treating biodiversity and climate
separately.”

Participants’ suggestions for improvement

There are many opportunities for joint solutions here, as protecting biodiversity and
restoring ecosystems are important climate actions. In addition, it is necessary to ensure
that climate actions do not cause loss of biodiversity. An example of a project that could
be better linked to biodiversity is the C.10 action in the Regional Plan on the Impact of
Climate Change and Local Authorities. Five local authorities are currently participating in a
pilot project for this action.

Link to GBF
Target 8 — Minimize the Impact of Climate Change

Planning

Obstacles: Lack of knowledge in planning

Planning authorities, such as municipalities, often lack knowledge about biodiversity
which affects decision-making. Some people negatively ‘associate biodiversity with
stagnation or protection” and seem to be afraid of the concept. Even when there is interest
in biodiversity within municipalities, the authorities do not know what to do. There are
great challenges in relation to the use and distribution of alien species that are (or
potentially are) invasive. Municipalities and national parks need assistance, restraint,
positive incentives, and a clear policy on the protection of biodiversity.

Participants’ suggestions for improvement

Planning and policy making are influential factors when it comes to land use. All planning
work must take biodiversity into account and be tackled alongside climate issues. There
are great demands from the outside (e.g., the European Union), but there is a lack of
information, education, and funding to satisfy them.

Municipalities have shown interest in working to examine whether “biodiversity and
ecosystem restoration can mitigate the effects of climate change” and this needs to

be fostered. Incentives need to be created and the synergistic effects of neighboring
municipalities need to be examined. This is also true for individuals, especially landowners
due to strong property rights and the “suspicion and fear that the state is taking something
from you”. Furthermore, any reforms in municipalities need to be implemented in realistic
and funded steps.



Link to GBF
Overarching Goal D - mobilise capital and other resources
Target 1 - Planning in relation to biodiversity
Target 2 - Effectively restore 30% of degraded biodiversity
Target 3 - Effectively protect 30% of terrestrial, freshwater and marine areas
Target 8 - Minimize the impacts of climate change
Target 12 - Expand and improve green/blue natural areas in urban areas

Information and dissemination

Obstacles: Lack of data, access to information and dissemination

The lack of research, data, monitoring, knowledge mapping, and projects related

to biodiversity affects decision-making, the issuing of construction permits, and
environmental assessments. “Everyone is drowning in work and not sharing their work”.
Along with a lack of communication, access to information, and better connections with
research institutes and universities, it is often unclear where the biggest data gaps are.
The content from the international “horror reports” need to be better communicated, and
even though most have a summary for policy makers, this information often ends up in
drawers. “There appear to be administrative barriers to information disclosure”.

Participants’ suggestions for improvements

Knowledge about biodiversity must be made accessible to everyone with emphasis on
improving the flow of understandable and practical information. This includes scientific
data and knowledge with results prepared and communicated so that informed decisions
can be made based on them. Although there is a lack of data and research, it is also
necessary to make better use of the knowledge that is available.

Education and training are key when it comes to implementing the goals of the GBF.
“Biodiversity needs to be included in the national curriculum” but there is a lack of
educational materials on the subject for all school levels as well as science teachers and
further training for them. But this needs to be addressed in all areas of society, not just
in schools. “People do not connect with biodiversity and do not feel it in their daily lives.” It
takes work and time to get people to understand and grasp the concepts.

Science experts need funding to hire science communication and marketing
professionals to create the most effective materials. “You can't blame it on the experts.”
“The idea needs to be sold (marketed) within each sector, within institutions and within
departments. Those in power need to buy the idea, which can be a big deal”. Use social
media and advertising agencies to engage interest and find the right way to reach
different groups. “Encourage people to be part of the solution”. Nature research centers
could also be better used for communication.
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Connection to GBF
Overarching Goal D - mobilize resources and other resources
Target 21 — ensure that knowledge is available and accessible to all when it comes to
actions for the benefit of biodiversity.

Funding and prioritization

Obstacles: Lack of funding and misalignment

“There are obligations on municipalities, they are supposed to sort this out, but the funding
is not there” and “actions and policies need to be accompanied by funding”. It is difficult to
obtain funding for basic research (e.g. on invasive species) and “People agree at meetings
like this that this is important, but then everyone goes back to their own business and
biodiversity is not given a high enough priority”.

Participants’ suggestions for improvement
Biodiversity needs to be given immediate priority. Actions and policies need to be
accompanied by funding.

Connection to GBF
Overarching Goal D — mobilizing funding and other resources

Other

Disconnection between humans and nature. One participant summed up these concerns
well: “We are a part of the natural world, but we have taken humanity out of the equation.
This is not a mindset we bring into the office.”

Accountability. There is ‘no one who is responsible for the issue” or it is “difficult to find
who is responsible” and has information about it.

Ownership and proximity in small communities. All groups mentioned problems with
ownership of biodiversity issues: “If issues cross institutions, then often nothing happens,
because there is no ownership and the responsibility is unclear.” This is a major obstacle
because landowners hold much of the power and municipalities both have planning
authority and issue development permits. “Decision-making can be infected by friendship/
nepotism”, especially in small municipalities, and can impact planning due to individual
interests since it is "not easy to say no to your neighbors”. It is important “that as many
people as possible take ownership of the issue and understand their ownership” with
transparency in decision-making.



Biodiversity Council. A “Biodiversity Council” (Scientific Council on Biodiversity)
comparable to the Climate Council should be established and a "biodiversity dashboard”
should be created, comparable to the climate dashboard where key indicators display the
status of actions in Iceland.

Public health and disease prevention. There is a direct link between biodiversity and
pandemics related to human encroachment on nature, such as Covid-19. Ticks and
mosquitoes are among the species that are spreading to Iceland, where they had not
been present before, due to climate change (creating more favourable conditions for
these species) and bringing new threats and vector-borne diseases. One successful
example of a large project that has been carried out across ministries and institutions
in Iceland is One Health, organized by the World Health Organization (WHO). The project
is based on a holistic vision that encompasses the health of people, animals and the
environment and has a multifaceted connection to biodiversity.

Collaboration. It would be possible to establish organized work groups on biodiversity
along the lines of Communities of practice or Think tanks. It would be useful for Iceland
to examine foreign models and actively participate in international, especially Nordic and
European, cooperation.

Next Steps

The results and recommendations from this workshop will help assess Iceland’s
position in implementing the biodiversity policy (GBF) and establish a foundation for
further research in this area. These outcomes will support broad consultations aimed at
developing leading practice guidelines and targeted actions for GBF implementation.
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